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culty of obtaining data because of the conditions to which they have been 
forced to submit since the conquest. 

Chapters I and II deal with the Caraios and the Tapuyas, the tradition 
being that the latter were the earlier race who had once held the Atlantic Coast 
line from the Eio de la Plata to the Amazon, and who were conquered and 
partly dispossessed by the invading Caraios. These two races still differ 
widely in respect of physique, habits, ceremonies, language and stage of 
civilization, the Tapuyas being pure nomads and the Caraios showing a high 
degree of agricultural skill and some well organized tribal cohesion. 

The remainder of the volume is devoted to a brief but clear emuneration of 
the other races which came under Col. Church 's observation. Omitting minor 
tribes they are the peoples of Southwestern Amazonia, of Lowland Amazonia 
and of the eastern slope of the Andes; and the Chiriguanos and the Abipones. 

Barring the somewhat categorical effect which is imposed by the nature of 
the subject matter, the style is charming and the book full of personal touches 
which easily explain the friendly relations Col. Church was able to establish 
with these half -savage tribes. Ellen S. Ogden. 

AFRICA 

Periplo dell' Africa. Del Capitano E. A. d'Albertis. vii and 572 pp. 
Maps, ills., index. Fratelli Treves, Milan, 1910. 10x6%. 
The sixteenth travel book which Captain d'Albertis has written. His works 
are in the best class of popular travel narratives. He is always the keen ob- 
server, eagerly seeking facts and accurately and entertainingly recording them. 
His latest journey included the circumnavigation of Africa with an ascent of the 
Nile (Cairo-Khartum, describing also an earlier journey, Khartum-Port Sudan), 
a cross-country trip (Beira-Bhodesia-Transvaal-Cape Town), many ports in east 
Africa and St. Helena and the Canary Islands on the homeward journey. The 
whole book is profitable reading, and some of the chapters, as those on Bnodesia, 
the Transvaal and the Cape of Good Hope, are especially informing. The 540 
photographs add largely to the value of the work. 

Ijes Ndgres d'Afrique (Geographic Humaine). Par Cyr. Van Over- 
bergh. Collection de monographies ethnographiques. xii and 276 pp. 
Albert Dewit, Brussels, 1913. 10 x 7. 

This volume contains the introductory chapters written for each of ten 
monographs now before the public which treat of ten great African tribes, the 
Bangala, Mayombe, Basonge, Mangbetu, Warega, Kuku, Ababua, Mandja, 
Baholoholo and Baluba, all living in the Belgian Congo excepting the Kuku 
(Anglo-Egyptian Sudan) and the Mandja (French Equatorial Africa). These 
studies were made on a uniform plan approved by the International Congress 
at Mons in 1905 and based upon 202 sub-topics arranged for systematic 
treatment. The monographs were written by Mr. Cyr. Van Overbergh, Presi- 
dent of the International Bureau of Ethnology, assisted by workers in the 
various fields. The introductory chapters giving a general summing up of the 
environment and the characteristics of each tribe are full of condensed informa- 
tion. The price per volume is 10 francs; and to subscribers to the entire 
collection, 7.50 francs. Other volumes are in press. 

GENERAL 

Iia. Cfite d'lvoire Chretienne. Par B. P. J. Gorju. iv and 219 pp. Map. 
ills. Soc. Missions Africaines de Lyon, 1912. Fr. 4. 10x6%. 
This book is written by a member of the missionary staff of the Ivory 
Coast and it is to a large degree a history of the mission from the time of its 
establishment in 1895. A single chapter is devoted to the country and its 
inhabitants, and although it is brief the main points of the physiography of 
the country are clearly outlined and a few of the customs of the natives, 
■especially such as would seem reprehensible, are mentioned. The greater part 
of the book is a recital of arrivals and departures of missionaries, the founding 
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of new mission stations and the various problems of the work. Enough of the 
contact with the people and the struggle with the unusual conditions is written 
into the history to yield a knowledge of the geography of the country. The 
fight with yellow fever was severe, and nearly every chapter chronicles the 
death of a member of the devoted band. In reality the book is a memorial to 
the large number of missionaries who in a brief period lost their lives in this 
inhospitable land. Eobert M. Brown. 

ASIA 

ITber die geographische Verbreitung und die Formen der Al- 
tertiimer in der Nordwestmong-olei. Yon J. G. Grano. 55 pp. Re- 
print, Journ. Soc. Finno-Ougrienne, "Vol. 28. Helsingfors, 1910. Fmk. 2. 

The author has recognized that for a region so well explored as this border 
land of Mongolia at the meeting of forest and desert the mere listing of 
archaeological finds has little value. He prefers to discuss such material under 
the topics of site, such as grave mounds, and graves marked on the surface 
by parallelogrammatic stone enclosures, such as stone wallings and pillars. To 
these considerations of site he adds notes upon graphic art and inscriptions. 
Then in wider survey he traces the geographical extent of the several types of 
remains and differentiates therein the nomadic peoples whose support is in their 
herds and the agricultu-ral people for whom fixity of habitation is beginning. 

Die Provinz Yunnan, ihre Handels- und Verkehrsverhaltnisse. 

Von F. Weiss. Reprint, Mitt. Seminars fur Orient. Sprachen zu Berlin, 
Vol. 15, Abt. 1: Ostasiatische Studien. 1912. 

This most western province of China proper, almost unknown twelve years 
ago, has been coming into light through the French railroad to the city of 
Yunnan, the French and British railroad surveys with incidental studies of 
population and resources and the work of several other explorers. This book 
is a good summary of the information collected by some though not all of the 
sources upon which our knowledge now depends, including the annual and 
decennial reports of the Chinese Customs Service. The materia] is logically 
arranged, compactly treated and is for the present the most complete and con- 
venient source of reference as to the geography, population, resources, industries, 
communications and commerce of Yunnan. 

Chinesische Geschichte. Von Dr. Heinrieh Hermann. 519 pp. Index. 
D. Gundert, Stuttgart, 1912. Mk. 10. 10x6%. 

There are rich possibilities in the promise of modesty when the student 
prefaces his work with the simple statement "I am no historian, but an ac- 
quaintance with Chinese history struck me as essential to my duty in a mission 
high school." Historians of China there have been none. Histories of China 
have been many. The difficulty has lain in the fact that to comprehend the 
logical sequence in the chronological sequence of events of enormous ages in 
the Middle Kingdom it is necessary to have familiarity with the working of the 
Chinese mind in a psychology whose postulates are alien to our thought. The 
willow pattern plate exhibits in its single disk the whole difference between 
Orient and Occident. To Chinese taste that design tells clearly and perfectly 
a simple and pleasing tale; to us the story is almost undecipherable because it 
lacks the particular quality of perspective which we have learned to expect and 
which we, quite forgetting that its acquisition is a matter of but the most re- 
cent centuries of our art life, have come to regard as an immutable datum of 
nature. Thus we find in our libraries many histories of China and not a single 
history. The critic may not venture to contravene the modest preface of Dr. 
Hermann. We may not assert against his denial that this Chinese history is 
really a History of China. But it comes very close to that success. It is well 
balanced in all its parts, its narrative is clear and comprehensible, its philosophy 
is brilliantly explicative in exhibiting to our untrained minds the logic of 
Chinese thought in the causation of successive and dependent events. Our at- 



